
The discovery of chronic wasting disease
(CWD) in three Wisconsin wild white-tailed
deer on February 28, 2002, was an event

that will not be easily forgotten by wildlife
managers, landowners, hunters, outdoor
recreationists, and all others who enjoy or depend
on a healthy deer herd in the state.

Finding CWD in Wisconsin marked the first time
that the disease was detected east of the Mississippi
River, and also the first time that it was detected in
a herd as dense as Wisconsin’s. Knowing that
Wisconsin faced a disease that could spread and
have a significant impact on the region’s white-
tailed deer, the DNR reacted immediately by
conferring with other states known to have CWD,
reviewing scientific information known on the
disease to date, and developing a short-term CWD
control strategy.

There has been a whirlwind of activity regarding
CWD in the last year. This document briefly recaps
all CWD control actions taken to date and outlines
how these efforts will carry us into the future.

Wisconsin will be dealing with CWD for years to
come. The DNR appreciates all of the continued
interest and cooperation received during this long-
term CWD control effort.

PUB-CE-451 2003

Department of Natural Resources staff and volunteers remove heads
of deer volunteered for sampling by area hunters at the Black Earth
collection station this fall. The DNR set up about 200 collection
stations around the state where hunters could bring in deer heads for
CWD-sample collection during the early Zone T and traditional nine-
day gun deer seasons.

Important information, including the location of kill, age, and sex of deer, was
collected from each hunter that volunteered a deer head for CWD sampling.
All information was entered into a computer database and assigned a bar code
number. The same bar code number was placed on a tag attached to the deer
sampled and another copy was given to the hunter who volunteered the deer.
The bar code allows for tracking of CWD test results.
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CWD Actions to Date
1999

WDNR begins routine testing
of deer for CWD statewide.

�

Feb 28, 2002
Three bucks harvested in
2001 near Mt. Horeb test

positive for CWD.

�

Mar 5
A 415 square-mile CWD

surveillance area is estab-
lished in western Dane and
eastern Iowa counties where
the three positive bucks were

harvested.

�

Mar 6 – Apr 9
Over 500 deer collected in
surveillance zone by land-

owners and DNR personnel.

�

Mar 20
Approximately 1,100 people

attend public information
meeting on CWD at Mt.

Horeb High School.

�

April 5
Total known CWD-positive
deer in western Dane and

eastern Iowa counties
climbs to 12.

�

April 6
After consulting with other
states known to have CWD
and studying scientific data

available, DNR decides that a
sharp reduction in the deer

herd is needed to control
CWD.

�

May 1
Approximately 1,600 people
attend second public infor-
mation meeting on CWD at

Mt. Horeb High School.

�

May 18
In a special session, the

legislature enables DNR to
include special herd reduction

tools in drafting emergency
rule to control CWD.

�

May 22
Additional cases of CWD

confirmed, bringing total to
18 known positives. Eradica-

tion zone expanded.

�

May 28
First shooting permits issued
to landowners in eradication
zone. Eradication zone is the

area of known positives
where deer herd will be

drastically reduced to elimi-
nate the disease. Four sum-
mer shooting periods estab-

lished to reduce herd in
eradication zone.

�

June 8-14
First of four one-week

summer shooting periods.
Others: July 13-19,

Aug 10-16, Sept 7-13.

�

June 26
Natural Resources Board

(NRB) approves emergency
rule extending hunting

opportunities in an effort to
eradicate the disease. The
rule also places a ban on

baiting and feeding statewide
and sets a framework
for intensive statewide

surveillance.

�

July 23
DNR announces statewide

CWD surveillance plan. Goal
is to collect and test samples
from about 50,000 deer for

CWD, and screen for tubercu-
losis. Largest known effort of

its kind.

�

Oct 24-27
Zone T deer hunt. DNR
collects deer heads for

sampling from all areas
having Zone T hunts.

�

Oct 30
Eight township meetings held

to discuss further herd
reduction tools in eradication

zone.

�

Nov 7
Emergency rule extended.

�

Nov 15-16
Weekend workshop held to

evaluate herd reduction tools
suggested at town meetings.

�

Nov 23
Nine-day gun season begins.
DNR plans to collect 500 deer

heads from each county or
county group in the out-state
area. The plan also includes

the collection of 500 deer
heads per deer management
unit (DMU) in the manage-
ment zone – the herd reduc-

tion zone buffering the
eradication zone, and

samples from all deer within
the intensive harvest/eradica-

tion zone. The goal of 500
samples is based on achiev-
ing statistically meaningful

sampling but is high enough
to compensate for samples

received that are inadequate
for testing.

�

Number of CWD samples for each county
or county group where deer harvests are generally low.

�

Jan 7, 2003
NRB amends emergency rule to allow shooting by landowners and
DNR personnel over DNR-monitored bait piles in the eradication

zone. Also eliminates earn-a-buck requirement, effective February 1,
and extends shooting period to March 31, 2003.

�

Jan 24, 2003
Approximately 95 percent of management zone results returned
from lab. Total of five positives found in management zone, just
west of eradication zone border. New results are consistent with

pattern of positives in current eradication zone.

 Distribution of CWD in Wisconsin as of 2/5/03.

�

Feb 28, 2003
DNR awaits results for all statewide samples collected to determine
with scientific confidence where the disease does and does not exist

in the state. Analysis of results will confirm next management steps.
CWD research projects underway.

Dec 3
DNR announces that 38, 601 deer samples have been collected.

Sampling effort considered a success.
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What’s
happening
now
Listed below are current CWD-related ac-
tivities being carried out in cooperation with
many partners, including the Departments
of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protec-
tion, the Department of Health and Family
Services, USGS-Wildlife Health Laboratory,
and the University of Wisconsin - Madison.
Many of the activities will likely shape CWD
actions for the remainder of the year and
beyond.

Proposed CWD Rule

Public hearings will be held around the state
between March 17 and 19 on CWD man-
agement rules presented to the Natural Re-
sources Board in January. Locations and
times are available from any DNR Service
Center. The Natural Resources Board is
scheduled to vote on the rule at its April
2003 meeting.

Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS)

 The DNR has released an Environmental
Impact Statement that assesses the environ-
mental impacts of CWD control actions
proposed in the CWD rule (above). Actions
assessed include: depopulation of CWD-
infected areas, reduction of the deer herd
in areas surrounding infected areas, prohi-
bition of baiting and feeding statewide, and
tools used to accomplish depopulation and
herd reduction. The EIS also includes an
analysis of alternative CWD control actions
considered.

The EIS will go out to public hearing at the
same time as the proposed CWD rule
(March 17-19). The dates for public com-
ment on the EIS are February 14 through
March 31. The proposed rule, EIS, a sum-
mary of public comments and the DNR’s
response to public comments will all be pre-
sented to the Natural Resources Board on
April 23. All EIS materials will be available
at www.dnr.state.wi.us, under “Chronic
Wasting Disease in Wisconsin.”

Research

The DNR, University of Wisconsin – Madi-
son, and the United States Geological
Survey’s National Wildlife Health Labora-
tory are pursuing the answers to critical
CWD questions by performing research that
will look into prevalence of disease in Wis-
consin, how it’s spread, and the effects of
deer movement/density on how CWD is
spread. Some research efforts will involve
aerial surveys and the radio-collaring of
deer.

Monitoring of CWD
in border states

It is important for the DNR to remain in
contact with its border states on CWD con-
trol efforts. There are no landscape features
that could keep CWD from spreading from
one state to another. Illinois has tested and
discovered positive CWD cases along its

northeastern border with Wisconsin. Wis-
consin continues intensive sampling along
the southeastern border of the state to moni-
tor this “at risk” area.

Captive cervid farm investigations

DNR conservation wardens launched an ex-
tensive effort to check records of deer farms
across the state. More than 100 wardens
have been working on the captive deer in-
vestigation, completing audits of 630 of the
state’s 638 deer farms. In addition, DATCP
is enforcing an emergency rule on cervid
imports and in-state movement, including
testing, and is in the process of enacting a
permanent rule.

Management of CWD
on state lands

State managed lands within CWD eradica-
tion and herd management zones will not
become deer refuges blocking depopulation
efforts. State parks in CWD areas will see
hunting seasons similar to surrounding
areas. Certain areas within specific parks
will be closed to hunting if they are
designated use areas (such as campgrounds
and picnic areas) or are in urban areas not
suitable for hunting.

Investigations relating to
CWD and human health

In November, the Wisconsin Department of
Health and Family Services (DHFS) along
with the U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention released results from their
investigation into a cluster of rare degen-
erative neurological diseases which oc-
curred in three acquaintances who shared
meals of wild game in northwestern Wis-
consin. The reports generated considerable
public interest due to the concern that these
illnesses might somehow be linked to
chronic wasting disease (CWD) of deer and
elk. The purpose of the investigation was
to determine if there was a common source
of these diseases and whether there was a
connection to eating deer or elk harvested
from CWD-affected areas of the United
States. Specimens of brain tissue from each
of the three men, which had been collected
during the individuals’ autopsies, were sub-
mitted to a national reference laboratory
for re-examination, and histories were col-
lected by interviewing other participants at

the feasts. Results indicated that only one
of the three patients actually had a prion
disease called Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (a
naturally-occurring disease of humans) and
the other two had different diseases. Be-
cause the three patients had different dis-
eases, there could be no common source for
these three illnesses. The investigation also
found no evidence that any of the game
served at the common feasts had been har-
vested from areas known to have CWD.

Additionally, DHFS has been developing a
CJD surveillance plan. Physicians, hospi-
tals, and laboratories may soon be required
to report confirmed and suspected cases of
CJD to public health officials, and death
certificates that list CJD as a cause of death
will be further investigated. Information
will be gathered about cases identified
through these surveillance methods, and if
possible, further tests will be conducted to
confirm the diagnoses.

Encouraging
landowner participation

The success of CWD control actions rely on
the cooperation of landowners who have
received shooting permits and are allowing
deer to be taken from their land. DNR staff
met face to face with landowners in the
eradication zone and learned that main-
taining open lines of communication with
landowners and making it as easy as pos-
sible for them to receive permits to remove
deer from their property are important for
fostering a cooperative relationship. The
DNR has established these as priority goals.
Permits are currently available for the Feb-
ruary 1 through March 31 shooting period.
Please call the DNR’s CWD information line
in Dodgeville at (608) 935-1945 for more
information.

Publications

The Department of Natural Resources hopes
to have a long-term CWD management
plan fully developed by mid to late Spring
2003. Additional publications will be re-
leased as more is learned to keep you up to
date on CWD management. Please visit the
DNR Website, www.dnr.state.wi.us . Click on
“Chronic Wasting Disease in Wisconsin” for
regular updates and additional information
on any topic covered in this publication.



Chronic Wasting Disease Update 20034

What should I do if I observe or harvest a deer
that I suspect might have CWD?

Call the local DNR office or the DNR Wildlife Health Team (608-267-
6751, 608-221-5375) right away. The DNR will make every effort to
collect samples from the possible affected deer for CWD testing.

Wisconsin State Agency Contacts

Department of Natural Resources
Bureau of Wildlife Management

608-266-8204

•

Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection; Office
of Outreach and Policy/Animal Health and Safety Issues

608-224-5130

http://datcp.state.wi.us keyword: chronic wasting disease

•

Department of Health and Family Services

608-267-7321

www.dhfs.state.wi.us/healthtips/BCD/creutzfeldt.htm

There are two things I’ve come to appreciate after 24 years
working as a wildlife biologist and as the director of the
DNR’s wildlife program. The intensity and emotion that

deer management generates is one thing. The other is the willing-
ness of landowners and hunters to get involved in the care and
management of Wisconsin’s wildlife.

Deer management is always a hot topic in Wisconsin and the
emergence of chronic wasting disease in our herd has turned the
heat to high. The very first Mt. Horeb area public meeting to
share CWD news set a national record for attendance. Over a
thousand area landowners volunteered to cooperate in CWD
control and began a hunting effort that has lasted nearly a year
now. We’ve come a long way in the last year, but there is still
great distance to cover.

Make no mistake, we’ve prescribed some tough medicine for this
problem and the treatment,which will take several years to com-
plete, is far from finished. I know the path won’t be easy, but I
remain optimistic about the future.

As we finish up our surveillance sample testing from around the
state, we’ll be sharing more information on future management
strategies both in the known infected area and those that don’t
have any evidence of the disease. We’ll also share our plans for
long-term monitoring for CWD and other diseases in Wisconsin.

A healthy herd is the goal of each and every one of us. Thanks
for your cooperation and I look forward to hearing from many of
you in the future.

Tom Hauge
Director, DNR Bureau of Wildlife Management

For more information
on chronic wasting
disease, please visit
www.dnr.state.wi.us.

Click on “Chronic
Wasting Disease in

Wisconsin.”

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources pro-
vides equal opportunity in its employment, programs,
services and functions under an Affirmative Action
Plan. If you have any questions, please write to Equal
Opportunity Office, Department of the Interior, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20240.

This publication is available in alternate format (large
print, Braille, audio tape, etc.) upon request. Please
call 608-266-8204 for more information.
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